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Diana Ross: Her Start at JRP

Q: How did Diana Ross happen
to enroll in John Robert
Powers, Detroit?

A: Berry Gordy, Jr. of Motown
Records knew that Powers had a
reputation in the modeling circles
for turning out quality individuals.
He felt Diana needed some extra-
special grooming and enrolled her
in John Robert Powers.

@: What classes did Diana
take at John Robert Powers?
A: Emphasis was on grooming
Diana for “offstage poise,” essentially,
classes in Personal Development.
Diana had classes in sitting in
chairs, how to stand in a crowd,
how to put on a coat, social
graces—dining and table manners,
introductions, public speaking, and
how to suppress the giddy laughs
that often bubbled out of her.

@: Was Diana a good student
while at John Robert Powers?
A: Diana had great potential; her
huge eyes, warmth, and enthusiasm

made her an able student. She had
a few problems when she started
classes—for one thing, she wore
much too much perfume. It was
said that if Diana walked into
Powers five minutes before you,
you'd know it; her perfume would
still be hanging in the air. She
favored a sickeningly sweet scent
called Jungle Gardenia that smelled
like it sounded. She wore long
“Minnie Mouse” false eyelashes

on stage that her Powers coaches
didnt object to since she was
being groomed for offstage poise.

@: How long did Diana attend
the John Robert Powers
School?

A: Diana attended classes for five
months and made a lot of progress.
Her Powers coaches were only
unsuccessful in convincing her

to give up her three-inch long,
blood-red false nails. Diana loved
the long nails and did not like
her own shorter real nails.

Q: How old was Diana when
she attended John Robert
Powers?

A: Berry Gordy, Jr. of Motown
Records enrolled Diana at age 17

Q: Is Diana Ross her

real name?

A: Her real first name is Diane.
Berry Gordy, Jr. of Motown Records
felt the name Diana was more

theatrical and sophisticated and
had her change her first name.

Q: When did Diana Ross

begin her singing career?

A: She began her singing career

in 1960 with a group called The
Primettes. ..a quartet which included
Mary Wilson, Florence Ballard and
Barbara Martin.

Q: When did Diana become

a “Supreme”?

A: On January 15, 1961, Diana,

at age 16, signed with Motown

as the “Supremes” along with Mary
Wilson and Florence Ballard. When
Barbara Martin left the group, they
(Supremes) continued as a trio.

Q: Was Diana involved with
any other activities?

A: In high school, Diana was
involved with swimming and
running track. She also sang

in her church choir.

Q: Why was Diana Ross
chosen to be “lead” singer

of the Supremes?

A: Diana had a very unique sound,
she didn't sound like any other
singer; her sound was Very sensuous.

Q: Where and when was
Diana Ross born?

A: Diana was born on March 26,
1944 in Detroit, Michigan and was
raised in the housing projects.

Additional Facts About Diana Ross: 1st Supremes Single — March 9, 1961: “I Want A Guy”

Best-Selling Single — 1981: “Endless Love”

Best-Selling LP - 1981: “Why Do Fools Fall In Love”







